
Let the Licensed Music Play: Playing music at Christmas and New Year parties? Get a 
License from IPRS first 

Mumbai, December [●], 2025: With Christmas and the New Year around the corner, music will 
once again be at the heart of celebrations across the country. 

The Indian Performing Right Society Ltd. (‘IPRS’) urges hotels, restaurants, bars, pubs, 
discotheques, banquets, clubs, and other organizers planning Christmas and New Year events to 
contact IPRS early and obtain the necessary licenses. Getting these licenses ensures compliance 
with the Copyright Act and helps recognize and reward the creators of the literary and musical 

works that set the festive mood.  

A separate, event-specific IPRS license is required to use IPRS-controlled works at Christmas and 
New Year events and parties. Thousands of hotels and restaurants nationwide have already 
obtained these licenses to ensure smooth, compliant celebrations. Not obtaining a license leads to 
unauthorised use of creators’ works, deprives them of essential royalty income, and constitutes 
copyright infringement. This can result in civil and/or criminal penalties for the venue and event 
organisers. Licenses from PPL, Novex, or RMPL also require an IPRS license, determined by the 
IPRS catalogue of works and members. 

Hotels, restaurants, bars, pubs, discotheques and clubs routinely obtain licenses from IPRS to use 
its repertoire during live performances and as recorded/ background music. Still, these annual 
licenses do not cover festive parties and special events such as Christmas, New Year, Diwali and 
similar occasions.  

ABOUT IPRS: IPRS is India’s sole Copyright Society for literary and musical works, registered 
with the Government of India under Section 33 of the Copyright Act, 1957. IPRS is exclusively 
authorised, under the Copyright Act, 1957, to grant licenses for public performance/ 
communication to the public and reproduction/ mechanical rights in musical and literary works 
for over 20,000 authors, composers and music publishers, including leading creators and music 
labels such as A. R. Rahman, Javed Akhtar, Shankar Ehsaan Loy, Vishal Shekar, Super Cassettes 
Industries (T-Series), Saregama India Limited, Universal Music and Sony Music. 
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